
THE NUMBER OF REPORTERS INVOLVED IN EACH STAGE OF 
ISNĀD (CHAIN OF NARRATORS)

ʾĀḥād – آحاد
A Ḥadīth which is narrated by 

people whose number does not 
reach that of the Mutawātir.

ʾĀḥād has three types:

Mutawātir – متواتر
A Ḥadīth which is narrated by a 
large group of people that they 
all cannot be expected to agree 

upon a lie, all of them 
together.

Mashhūr – مشهور
At any stage in the 
Isnād (chain), more 
than two narrators 

are found to narrate 
the Ḥadīth.

ʿAzīz – عزيز
At any stage in the 

Isnād, only two 
narrators are found 

to narrate the 
Ḥadīth. 

Gharīb – غريب
At any stage in the 

Isnād, only one 
narrator is found 

to narrate the 
Ḥadīth. 

Marfūʿ – مرفوع
A Ḥadīth which is narrated by a 

companion who indicates that it is 
from Prophet Muḥammad 

(P.B.U.H.).

Mawqūf – موقوف
A Ḥadīth which is narrated by a 

companion who does not indicate 
whether it is from Prophet 

Muḥammad (P.B.U.H.).

Maqṭūʿ – مقطوع
A Ḥadīth which is narrated by 

a Tābiʿee (companion's 
companion) who does not 
indicate whether it is from 

Prophet Muḥammad (P.B.U.H.).
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The six most authentic books of Ḥadīth, which are: Al-Bukhārī, Muslim, Abū 
Dāwūd, At-Tirmidhī, An-Nasāʾi, and Ibn Mājah.
The two most authentic books of Ḥadīth: Al-Bukhārī and Muslim.
The book which contains all kinds of Aḥādīth regarding Islam, such as Al-Jāmiʿ
At-Tirmidhī.
The book which consists of Aḥādīth in accordance with the chapters of Fiqh
(Islamic laws), such as Sunan Abī Dāwūd.
Same as above, except that it also contains Aḥādīth Mawqūfah and Maqṭūʿah.
Same as Al-Muwaṭṭāʾ, such as Muṣannaf of Ibn Abī Shaybah.
The book which contains Aḥādīth in the order of companions, such as Musnad 
Aḥmad.
The book which contains Aḥādīth in the order of teachers, such as Al-Muʿjam
Aṭ-Ṭabrānī.
The book which contains Aḥādīth regarding a single issue, such as Juz Al-
Qirāʾah of Al-Bukhārī.
The book which contains Aḥādīth reported by a single individual.

The book which contains Aḥādīth uniquely reported by a student from his 
teachers. 
The book which consists of Aḥādīth reported from another book, but with 
different Sanad, such as Mustakhraj Abī ʿAwānah.
The book which contains Aḥādīth that are reported according to the condition 
of another Ḥadīth book, such as Mustadrak Al-Ḥākim.

CLASSIFICATIONS OF ḤADĪTH BOOKS – أقسام كتب الحديث

THE LINKS OF ISNĀD –
INTERRUPTED OR 
UNINTERRUPTED
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Musnad – مسند
A Ḥadīth which is narrated 
from Prophet Muḥammad 

(P.B.U.H.) with an 
uninterrupted 

(continuous) Isnād.

Mudallas – مدلس
A Ḥadīth whose narrator 
omits his teacher's name 
or the teacher's teacher's 

name. 

Muʿallaq – معلق
A Ḥadīth whose narrator 
omits one or all narrators 

from the beginning.

Munqaṭiʿ – منقطع
A Ḥadīth whose link 

anywhere before the 
Tabiʿee is missing. 

Muʿḍal – معضل
A Ḥadīth whose narrator 

omits two or more 
consecutive reporters in 

the Isnād.

Mursal – مرسل
A Ḥadīth whose link 

between the Tābiʿee and 
the Prophet Muḥammad 

(P.B.U.H.) is missing.

Muttaṣil – متصل
A Ḥadīth with an 

uninterrupted Isnād which 
only goes back to  a 

companion or Tābiʿee. 
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Ṣaḥīḥ li Dhātihī – صحيح لذاته
A Ḥadīth whose narrators are trustworthy, righteous, have good memory, and its Isnād is uninterrupted.

Ḥasan li Dhātihī – حسن لذاته
A Ḥadīth whose narrators' conditions are that of Ṣaḥīḥ li Dhātihī, except not having as good of a memory as 

the narrators of Ṣaḥīḥ li Dhātihī.

Mudraj – مدرج
An addition by a narrator to the text of the Ḥadīth being narrated.

Munkar – منكر
A Ḥadīth which is narrated by a weak narrator, and whose narration goes against another authentic Ḥadīth. 

Shādh – شاذ
A Ḥadīth whose narrator is trustworthy, but opposes those narrators who are more trustworthy than him.

Matrūk – متروك
A Ḥadīth whose narrator is accused of any lie, or his narration is against the rules of Dīn.

Mawḍūʿ – موضوع
A Ḥadīth whose narrator is accused of lying about the Ḥadīth.

Ḥasan li Ghairihī – حسن لغيره
A Ḥadīth Ḍaʿeef which has many Isnāds.

Ṣaḥīḥ li Ghairihī – صحيح لغيره
A Ḥadīth Ḥasan li Dhātihī which has many Isnāds.

Ḍaʿeef – ضعيف
A Ḥadīth which fails to reach the status of Ṣaḥīḥ and Ḥasan. 

Maʿrūf – معروف
A Ḥadīth which is the opposite of a Munkar.

Maḥfūẓ – محفوظ
A Ḥadīth which is the opposite of a Shādh.

Muʿallal – معلل
A Ḥadīth which has a hidden reason that affects the accuracy of Ḥadīth.

Maqlūb – مقلوب
A Ḥadīth whose Sanad or text is switched unintentionally.

Muṣḥaf – مصحف
A Ḥadīth whose text is changed due to the misplacement of dots or vowels.  

THE QUALITIES OF THE NARRATORS AND TEXT AND ISNĀD –صفات الرواة والمتن والإسناد 
THE REFERENCE TO A PARTICULAR 

AUTHORITY –
أسند إليه من

Muḍṭarab – مضطرب 
A Ḥadīth whose Sanad or text has such difference that it cannot be solved by preferring and comparing. 

ḤADĪTH – حديث

Every reported saying, action, confirmation, or quality which is related to Prophet 

Muḥammad  (P.B.U.H.) is called a Ḥadīth and is comprised of the following classes:

ACCORDING TO

CLASSIFICATIONS OF ḤADĪTH – تقسيمات الحديث
Prepared by: Dr. Mufti Mohammad Shibli Siddiqi
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