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Fiqh of Marriage:  Class Fifty-Three
الحمد لله و الصلاة و السلام على رسول الله و بعد:
These notes are based on the commentary of the Eminent Shaikh Atiyyah Muhammad Salaam given in Masjid an-Nabawi.
The Walima
The Hadith:
وَعَنْ اِبْنِ عُمَرَ - رَضِيَ اَللَّهُ عَنْهُمَا- قَالَ : قَالَ رَسُولُ اَللَّهِ ( { إِذَا دُعِيَ أَحَدُكُمْ إِلَى اَلْوَلِيمَةِ فَلْيَأْتِهَا } مُتَّفَقٌ عَلَيْهِ (1357) .

وَلِمُسْلِمٍ : { إِذَا دَعَا أَحَدُكُمْ أَخَاهُ , فَلْيُجِبْ; عُرْسًا كَانَ أَوْ نَحْوَهُ }
 Narrated Ibn ‘Umar:  Allah’s Messenger said, “When one of you is invited to a wedding feast he must attend it.”  [Agreed upon]  Muslim has: “When one of you invites his brother, he must respond (attend) whether it is a wedding feast, or something similar.”

The Explanation:

This hadith of Ibn Umar, on the Prophet alayhi salam, “If one of you are invited to a walima.”

Let him come, this is called Laam al ‘amr, so does this phrase imply wujub, obligation, or nadab, encouragement?
Wujub.

The, holding a waleema is wajib in order to announce the marriage, and attending the waleema is wajib when one is invited.

As it is narrated that the Prophet alayhi salam said, “Eat, for your brother went through trouble for you.”  

Unlike some people who come to a waleema not just as a pretention, but as if it was something superfluous, they have already eaten. 

The food is brought forth, and those next to them are hungry needing it, and this person, as soon as he tastes the food puts it aside, and makes other feel embarrassed.  “Eat, your brother went through trouble for you.”


And it is mentioned in some texts, “If one of your full, do not stand up from the table, wait until your brothers finish, because it will embarrass them.
And the Arabs according to their honorable traditions, from the heads of the tribes who attended the walima of the king Abdullah aal Saud, some of them stood up to leave before others had finished.  One of the attendees, Abdullah Aal Shaikh, stood up with his cane and waved it at those leaving and saying:  “Will one of you go to his wife and eat her food, but when sitting at the table of the king not touch the food!”  Until they all sat down out of embarrassment.

Some may say this is a Saudi tradition, but the Sunnah comes before anything and is above anything else.

“If one of you are invited,” so who are those categories of people that are to be invited?

First of all, a person’s close family.  He should not invite distant relatives before close ones.

Some people do that, consider status, and extravagance, and personalities…

‘Let him answer the invitation,’

What if he has an excuse?  The food of the waleema is oily, and he has health complications, cholesterol, and can only eat certain foods, and if he eats waleema food he will become ill, or he is fasting, and he does not want to lose his fast?  What should he do?  The hadiths will be explain what to do.

Who should be invited?  Some hadith will mention those who are invited and resist coming, they feel they have at home better food, and those who want to come, the hungry, they come from far away to eat, they turn them away.

Here, from the manners of Waleema:  

Paying attention to people’s circumstances, and what is befitting of certain individuals.  And who would keep good company of others if they sat at the same table. 
And some people, if they sat with others, would be harmed by them.  There are some people who eat voraciously, and others who eat shyly, and people are different, and so this should be accounted for.
Another point is if there are one hundred people, and the table can only take ten at a time.  He should not pick out certain people, looking left and right, but take one group at a time.

What concerns us is that “Whoever is invited,” meaning it should be done honorabley, and paying attention to people who would enjoy eating one with another, and not be harmed in what they eat or by the company, etc.

Muslim has: “When one of you invites his brother, he must respond (attend) whether it is a wedding feast, or something similar.”

Here, when Waleema only refers to wedding feast, but this hadith makes it clear that any dawat, or invition that you are invited, like a wedding feast, or for other things.

As long as there is nothing preventing them from attending.

We said that attending the waleema was to celebrate the building of a new family, but what about other invitations?
A person has a guest, and he want to bring some noble guests or friends, in order to honor the guest, then in order to not hurt the feelings of the inviter, since he specifically intended your presence, (you should attend.)
The Hadith:
Abu Huraira narrated that the Prophet alayhi salam said, “The worst kind of food is that at a wedding feast from which those who come (the poor) and turned away, and to which those who refuse to come (the rich) are invited.  If anyone does not accept invitation he has disobeyed Allah and His Messenger.”  [Reported by Muslim]

The Explanation:


See this great fault?  “The Most Evil food” the one which is eaten at a Waleema, a wedding feast.  

What is wrong with the food?  Is it not good?  Is it stolen?

No, the invitation cards are sent, “So and so would like the honor of your presence…”  He takes the card, says, it’s a problem, I sleeping at that time, I am busy, and eat special food…

The food itself is not evil, but it is evil do to a external factor, which is that the food is the cause of creating differences, between the one who is invited but does not want to come, and between the one who needs the food the most.

And this evil that is in, yet the Prophet alayhi salam said, “Whoever does not come to it has disobeyed the Prophet…” i.e. answer the invitation, even with this evil that is in it.

Subhanallah, as if this is imposing  a ruling on the society, for a benefit of society, especially when it is siblings, close relatives, and neighbors.

And the fact that those who are needy are prevented from it shoes the most imported of manners, you make the effort to send invitations cards to the houses, so that they may come, and these people come without any need for invitation, and come to you seeking food, does this person deserve to be sent away?

No, by Allah.  I say my brothers, one issue happened:  A person was displaced, then returned home and his father insisted that he marry.  He accepted with a condition.  What is it?  I will be the one who invites the people.
The father said, no, write the names, I will invite them, it is our tradition.  Write down the names that you want.  Why do you want to change our tradition?

The man said, “Because I want to invite those people that normally come without invitation.  I want them to feel honored.”

He swears by Allah, that the food that was prepared for all the families of both sides, not even half of it finished.  And food was served from lunch all the way until dinner.  The food did not run out.  And they served the food the next day for lunch, and the food did not finish.


The cook said, “We agreed to cook food for one meal.”  The mother said, “Did we ask you to cook more than you requested from us?”  He said, I will not.  They gave the remaining food to the neighbors.  This Baraka.  Three times the food needed.

Why, because of honoring the poor.  Taking care of their feelings.

“The most evil food is the food of the waleema.”

If Allah gives everyone the providence of feeding the poor, I am not saying invite them, but if they come, welcome. 

I heard from someone that he made food for waleema, meat, rice, etc.  Then he gave what remained to a homeless shelter, then took the food in concrete pots, they were so poor.

Food should only be made enough for those coming, and any extra should be given to the poor.

And I believe that today that some persons take the extra food and deliver to the needy.

This hadith, the most evil food is the food of the waleema, the poor are denied it, and those invited refuse it.  And whoever does not answer the invitation, even with this evil.

The responding to the invitation is required, but, are there any reasons that may prevent a person from answer the invitation?

They say, if there is evil in the place where the Waleema is being held, and he cannot change it.  He came to a waleema, and there was forbidden things, they were playing musical instruments, they were serving alcohol, etc etc, all that prevent a person from attending. 

And if he knew they were there beforehand, he should not go.  Unless he has authority, and can prevent the evil, then he should go.

Because, he can fulfill two requirements, one is answering the invitation, and the second is removing evil.

If he is surprised by the evil, there are two types of evil.  

In the old days, they considered having curtains over the walls as evil.  Ibn Masu’d was invited to the house of Ibn Umar, and he found the walls covered with cloth.  He said, “When has the Kaaba been moved to your house?”  And he left.

Abdullah ibn Umar grabbed his arm, and said, “The women overwhelmed us.”

Ibn Masud said, “If I thought anyone would be overwhelmed by women, I would not thought it would be you.  By Allah, I will not enter your home today.”  And he left.

Over what?  The curtains over the wall.

And what if the curtains have pictures of animate objects?  If there are other well known evils…

But if there is something inside the house that is far, he cannot see it or hear it, but it is said to him…then he should not ask about it.

Since if it is hidden, he has not right to look further and spy on him.  He should eat and leave.

If there is something that is evil the obligation of answering the invitation is nullified.  If the evil is apparent, and spread at the place of invitation, the obligation falls away.

But if there is something hidden inside, he has not business with it.
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